
 

READING 

INTENT, IMPLICATION AND IMPACT STATEMENT 

“The more that you read, the more things that you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you will 

go”.   Dr Seuss 

Intent 

Reading is at the very heart of our curriculum. We are committed to promoting a love for reading and not only giving children 

opportunities to read in English lessons, but in the wider curriculum too. 

Learning to read is one of the most important things a child will ever learn. It underpins everything else, so here at the British 

Section we believe in putting as much energy as we possibly can into making sure that every single child learns to read as quickly 

as possible. We also want our children to develop a real love of reading and to want to read for themselves. This is why we work 

hard to make sure children develop a love of books as well as simply learning to read. We are committed to sharing high quality 

and vocabulary rich texts across the curriculum. We encourage our pupils to discover new information and develop their 

comprehension skills by reading widely using both fiction and non-fiction texts which (where possible) are linked to their topics 

across the curriculum. We know that reading for pleasure is beneficial not only for not only reading outcomes, but for wider learning 

enjoyment and mental wellbeing. Thus, we work hard to foster a love of independent reading and build communities of engaged 

readers. We understand the significance of parents and carers in supporting their children to develop both word reading and 

comprehension skills, so we endeavour to build a home-school partnership which enables parents and carers to have the 

confidence to support their children with reading at home.  

The aims of teaching reading in our school are: 

• To ensure all children leave the British Section as readers – pupils who read for pleasure, read with purpose and read lots. 

• To be able to read easily, fluently and with good understanding. 

• To develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information. 

• To acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic  

conventions for reading. 

• To appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage. 

 

 

 

 



Implementation 

At SHAPE International School British Section, we ensure high standards of teaching and learning in reading through 

implementation of a progressive curriculum.  Through the delivery of our reading curriculum, we ensure a consistent and robust 

teaching and learning of early reading and phonics in FS and KS1, so that pupils can read with increased speed and fluency and 

access the wider curriculum. Reading is taught daily, focusing on knowledge and skills stated in the National Curriculum which 

provides a broad framework and outlines the knowledge and skills taught in each Key Stage. Children are provided with books that 

match and support their phonics development and ability.  All pupils have opportunities to develop their reading skills daily and are 

encouraged to read at home with an adult. Children in danger of falling behind, or who are working under expected levels (lower 

20%), are swiftly identified and enough additional support is provided to enable them to keep up. We give catch up support by 

providing group interventions. The content of these sessions is determined by on-going gap analyses and our in-depth knowledge 

of each child. Teachers plan lessons for their class using the reading targets, taken from the National Curriculum for their year 

group, to ensure the teaching is progressive from year group to year group. When teaching reading, teachers follow the children’s 

interests to ensure their learning is engaging, broad and balanced as well as introducing them to new authors, books, and genres. 

A variety of teaching approaches are used based on the teacher’s judgement. We provide a variety of opportunities for reading 

learning both inside and outside the classroom. We have a well-resourced library which is shared with the Canadian Section and all 

classrooms have engaging book corners where we encourage reading for pleasure through children having a choice of challenging 

and enriching texts, as well as building in time for children to read independently and as part of a whole class. All children have 

daily opportunities to read a variety of material in school, including regularly with an adult. Alongside our curriculum provision, we 

also provide all pupils with the opportunity to participate in whole school events celebrating reading eg World Book Day and our 

oldest children share books with the youngest children in school. We also welcome visiting authors to school. 

 

Impact 

Within reading, we strive to create a supportive and collaborative ethos for learning by providing investigative and enquiry-based 

learning opportunities. Through the teaching of systematic phonics, our aim is for children to become fluent readers by the end of 

Key Stage 1. With decoding taught as the prime approach to reading, pupils will become familiar with this strategy and have the 

confidence to work out unfamiliar words in any new texts they encounter even when they have come to the end of the phonics 

programme. Pupils will have the opportunity to develop their fluency and comprehension as they move through the school; 

accessing a range of texts independently. Our reading curriculum is high quality, well thought out and is planned to demonstrate 

progression. We focus on progression of knowledge and skills and discreet vocabulary progression also form part of the curriculum. 

We measure the impact of our reading curriculum through the following methods: 

• Use of reading targets 

• Interviewing the pupils about their learning. 



• Moderation staff meetings where pupil’s books are scrutinised and there is the opportunity for a discussion between teachers 

to understand their class’s work.  

• Annual reporting of standards across the curriculum. 

 


